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Gorgeous, fascinating and unconventional, the maps in this collection show aspects of the Gulf

Islands, the "Islands in the Salish Sea," that are most beloved by the residents, from heritage

orchards, fishing spots and patches of endangered wild orchids to ancient First Nations' sites and

bird colonies. The community on each island decided what elements should be depicted, and local

artists then created each of the magnificent and wildly different maps. This volume is a

treasure-trove of cherished information that could have been lost, presented with imagination and

great beauty.
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As geographer Briony Penn points out in her inspired and compassionate foreword to Islands in the

Salish Sea, "The urge to map comes from the same base as the urge to sing, dance or write... If

someone has taken the time and effort to record it, then it has value. People become aware of and

sensitized to these values, and they can then become advocates for them."From a childlike state of

curiosity and imagination, over 3000 people on seventeen of the islands in British Columbia's Strait

of Georgia became involved in a five-year project of community mapping that, as Penn describes it,

became "a reflection of all the love and positive power in a community". It does my heart good just

to know of such a project.The name "Salish Sea" is a term used in recognition of the

Salish-speaking people who live in and around the Strait of Georgia down to Puget Sound in the

state of Washington. As oil, fish or marine mammals know no boundaries, Canadian/American

biologist Bert Webber began to use the name "Salish Sea" in the 1970s.Judi Stevenson and Sheila



Harrington, who both live on Salt Spring Island in British Columbia, were the overall coordinators of

the Islands in the Salish Sea Community Mapping Project under the sponsorship of the Land Trust

Alliance of British Columbia with support from the West Coast Islands Conservancy. (Four islands

are actually outside the Trust's present boundaries but the purpose was to link the bioregion as a

whole.)The first workshop the coordinators presented on Salt Spring Island in January 2000 enticed

other island representatives into the project. By early spring almost every island had a local

coordinator and a host organization.
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